GRO 

Gro'geram •)«•/ [ gros grain, French; grojfogranus, low 
Gro'gram. > Latin, sfinfwortb .] Stuff woven with large 
Gro'gran. j woof and a rough pile. 

Certes they’re neatly cloth’d : 1 of this mind am, 

Your only weiring is your grogeram. Donne. 

Natolia affords great ftore of chamelots and grograms. Sandys. 
Sotne men will fay this habit of John’s was neither of 
camel’s Ikin nor any coarfe texture of its hair, but rather fome 
finer weave of camelot, grogram, or the like. Brown's Vul. Err. 

The natural fweetnefs and innocence of her behaviour 
{hot me through and through, and did more execution upon 
me in grogram than the greateft beauty in town had ever done 
in brocade. Addijoris Speftator. 

Plain goody would no longer down; 

’Twas madam in her grogr m gown. Swift. 

Groin, n.f. [Of uncertain derivation.] The part next the 
thigh. 

The fatal dart arrives. 

And through the border of his buckler drives; 

Pafs’d through and pit rc’d his groin ; the deadly wound 
Caff from his chariot, roll’d him on the ground. Dryden. 
Gro'mwell. n . f . [ litbofpermum , Latin.] Gromill or gray- 
mill. A plant. 

The cup of the flower confifts of one leaf, cut into five 
long narrow fegments: the flower, which is, for the moft part, 
fmall, confifts of one leaf, is funnel-fliaped, and open at the 
top : the pointal is incompafied by four embryo’s, which be¬ 
come fo many roundifh hard polifhed feeds. Miller. 

Gxoom. n.f. [f{m, Dutch.] 

1. A boy ; a waiter ; a fervant. 

Theh Called {he a groom , that forth him led 
Into a goodly lodge. Fairy Sheen, b. i. 

From Egypt’s king ambafladours they come; 

Them many a fquire attends, and many a groom. Fairfax. 

Think then, my foul! that death is but a groom 
Which brings a taper to the outward room. Donne. 

In the time of Edward VI. lived Sternhold, whom king 
Henry his father, a little before, had made groom of his cham¬ 
ber, for turning of certain of David’s pfalms into verfe. 

Peacbam on Poetry. 

Would’ft thou be touch’d 

By the prefuming hands of faucy grooms? Dryd. Don Sebaji. 

Amid’ the fold he rages, nor the fheep 
Their fhepherds, nor th zgrooms their bulls can keep. Dryd. 

2. A young man. 

I prefume for to intreat this groom, 

And filly maid, from danger to redeem. Fairfax, b. ii. 

3. A man newly married. 

By this the brides are wak’d, their grooms are drefs’d; 

All Rhodes is fummon’d to the nuptial feaft. Dryden. 
Groove, n.f. [from grave.] 
j. A deep cavern, or hollow in mines. 

He might, to avoid idlenefs, work in a groove or mine-pit 
thereabouts, which at that time was little efteemed. Boyle. 

2. A channel or hollow cut with a tool. 

The fcrew-plate is a kind of fteel well tempered, with 
feveral holes in it, each lefs than other; and in thofe holes are 
threads grooved inwards, into which grooves fit,the refpeftive 
taps that belong to them. Moron's Mccb. Exer. 

To Groove, v. a. [from the noun.] To cut hollow. 

The plates of iron faftened at the bottom of the box pre- 
ferved the balance while it fell, and every joint of it was well 
-rsaved. Gulliver's Travels. 

To GROPE, v. n. [ spapan, Saxon. ] To feel where one can¬ 
not fee. 

My fea-gown fcarf about me, in the dark 
Grop'd I, to find out them. Sbakefpeare's Ham ’et. 

We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we 
had no eyes. If- ,0 * 

They meet with darknefs in the cleareft light; 

And grope at noon, as if involv’d with night. Sandys. 

A boy was groping for eels, and laid his hand upon a 
fnakc. L'Ef range. Fable 131. 

This, no doubt, is better for men than that they fhould in 
the dark grope after knowledge; as St. Paul tells us all nations 
did after God. Locke. 

He heard us in our courfe, 

And with his out-ftretch’d arms around him grop'd. Addifon. 

O truth divine ! enlighten’d by thy ray, 

I grope and guefs no more, but fee my way. Arbuthnot. 
To Grope, v. a. To fearch by feeling in the dark; to feel 
without being able to fee. 

How vigilant to grope mens thoughts, and to pick out fome- 
what whereof they might complain. Hayward. 

They have left our endeavours to grope them out by twi¬ 
light, and by darknefs almoft to difeover that, whofe exiftence 
is evidenced by light. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

But Strephon, cautious, never meant 
The bottom of the pan to grope. Swift. 

Gro'per. n.f. [ from grope.] One that fearches in the dark. 
GROSS, adj. [g>os, French; grffo, Italian; crajfus, Latin.] 

1. Thick; bulky. 
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The crows and choughs, that wing the midway air, 
Shew fcarce fo grofs as beetles. Sbakefp. King l ( , 7r 

There are two grofs volumes concerning the power of 
popes. Baler m Learning 

2. Shameful; unfeemly. 


He ripely confidcred how grofs a thing it were for men of 
his quality, wife and grave men, to live with fueh a multi¬ 
tude, and to be tenants at will under them. Hooker, Preface. 

They can fay that in doftrine, in difeipline, in prayers, ami 
in facraments, the church of Rome hath very' foul and grip, 
corruptions. Hooker, b. iy. 

So far hath the natural underffanding, even of fundry whole 
nations, been darkened, that they have not difeerned, no, not 
grofs iniquity to be fin. Hooker, b, j, 

3. Intellectually coarfe; palpable; impure; unrefined. 

To all fenfe ’tis grfs 
You love my fon : invention is afham’d, 

Againft the proclamation of thy palTion, 

To fay thou do’ft not. Sbakefp. All's well that ends well. 
Examples grofs as earth exhort me. Sbakefp. Hamlet. 
Like grofs terms, 

The prince will in the perfectnefs of time 
Caff off his followers. Sbakefp. Henry VI. p, ii, 

Belial came laft, than whom a fpirit more lewd 
Fell not from heaven, or more grofs to love 
Vice for itfelf. Milton's Paradife Lof, b. i. 

Is not religion fo perfectly good in itfelf, above all, in its 
Author, that, without the grofejl fenfuality, we cannot but 
admire it. Spratt's Sermons. 

It is a grofs miflake of fome men, to think that our wants 
only and imperfcCfions do naturally induce us to be bene, 
ficent. Smalridge’s Sermons, 

4. Inelegant; difproportionate in bulk. 

The fun’s oppreffive ray the rofeat bloom 
Of beauty blafting, gives the gloomy hue. 

And feature grofs. Tbomfdn's Summer. 

5. Thick; not refined; not pure.. 

It is manifeft, that when the eye ftandeth in the finer me¬ 
dium, and the obje£t is in the groffer, things fhew greater; 
but contrariwife, when the eye is placed in the grjfer me¬ 
dium, and the objeCt in the finer. Bacon's Natural klfhrj. 
Of elements, 

The groffer feeds the purer; earth the fea. 

Earth and the fea feed air. Milton's Paradife Lof, i.v. 

Light fumes are merry, groffer fumes are fad; 

Both are the reafonable foul run mad. Dr j din's Fables, 

Or fuck the miffs in groffer air below, • 

Or dip their pinions in the painted bow. Popt. 

6. Stupid; dull. 

If {he doth then the fubtile fenfe excel, 

How grofs are they that drown her in the blood? David. 

And in clear dream and folemn vifion. 

Tell her of things that no grofs car can hear. Mhsn. 
Some men give more light and knowledge by the bare Hating 
of the queffion with perfpicuity and juftnefs, than others by 
talking of it in grofs confufion tor whole hours together. 

7. Coarle j rough; oppofite to delicate. 

Fine and delicate fculptures are helped with nearnefs, and 
grfs with diftance. W ittoti's Architect. 

8. Thick; fat; bulky. 

Gross, n.f [from the adjeClive.] 
j. The main body ; the main force. 

The Belgians hop’d, that with diforder’d hafte 
The deep-cut keels upon the fands might run; 

Or, if with caution leifurely were part, 

Their numerous grofs might charge us one by one. Dip 
Several cafuifts are of opinion, that, in a battle, youlnou 
di (charge upon the grofs of the enemy, without levelling 
piece at any particular perfon. Addifon s 3 ‘ • 

The grofs of the people can have no other P r0 ‘P 
changes and revolutions than of publick blcffings. v 

2. The bulk; the whole not divided into its feyeral P ar J*‘ 

Certain general inducements are ufed to make f aleab 1 
caufein grofs. #"**>. Pr f% 

There was an opinion in grofs, that the fou w „ „ 
mortal. Abbot's Defection of the Worli. 

Remember, fon, 

You are a general: other wars require you ; , . 

For fee the Saxon grfs begins to move. Dryden s K. 
Notwithftanding the decay and lofs of {undry tra 
manufactures, yet, in the grfs, wc flup off now 0 ‘ 

part more of the manufactures, as alfo lead and tin, 
did twenty years paft. Child's Dfcourfe on Itw 

3. Not individual, but a body together. . , t j, e y 

He hath ribbons of ail the colours i’ th rain 0 , 
come to him by the grofs. Sbakefpeare s Wm 

I cannot inftantly raife up the grofs rVutue 

Of full three thoufand ducats. Sha kef. Merchan of 

You fee the united defign of many peifons to m 
figure; after they have feparated themfelvcs in 
divifions, they rejoin one by one into a grofs. 
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4. The chief part; the main mafs. 

Comets, out of queffion, have likewife power and effeCt 
over the grofs and mafs of things. Bacon, Effay 24. 

The articulate founds are more confufed, though the grofs 
ef the found be greater. Bacon's Natural Hijiory. 

5. The number of twelve dozen. [Grojfe, French ] 

It is made up only of that fimple idea of an unite repeated ; 
and repetitions of this kind, joined together, make thofe dif- 
tinfi fimple modes of a dozen, 2grofs, and a million. Locke. 

Gro'ssly. adv. [from grofs.] 

1. Bulkily; in bulky parts; coarfcly : as, this matter is grofsly 
pulverized. 

2. Without fubtilty; without art; without delicacy; without 
refinement; coarfely; palpably. 

Such kind of ceremonies as have been f o grofsly and fhame- 
fully abufed in the church of Rome, where the)' remain, are 
fcandalous. Hooker, b. iv. f 12, 

Treafon and murder ever kept together. 

As two yoke devils fworn to others purpofe; 

Working fo grofsly in a natural caufe, 

That admiration did not whoop at them. Sbakefp. Hen. V. 

And thine eyes 

See it fo grofsly Ihown in thy behaviour. 

That in their kind they fpeak it. Sbakefpeare. 

What! are we cuckolds ere we have deferv’d it ? 

—Speak not fo grofsly. Sbakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

What I have faid has been forced from me, by feeing a 
noble fort of poetry fo happily reftored by one man, and fo 
grofsly copied by almoft all the reft. Dryden. 

If at any time I fpeak of light and rays as coloured, or 
endued with colours, I would be underftood to fpeak not phi- 
lofophically and properly, but grofsly, and according to fuch 
conceptions as vulgar people, in feeing all thefe experiments, 
would be apt to frame. Newton's Opt. 

While it is fo difficult to learn the fprings and motives of 
fome fads, it is no wonder they fhould be fo grofsly mifrepre- 
fented to the publick by curious inquifitive heads. Swift. 

Gro'ssness. n.f. [from grofs. ] 

1. Coarfenefs; not fubtilty ; thicknefs; greatnefs of parts. 

The purpofe is perfpicuous. even as fubftance, 

Whofe grojjnefs little characters fum up. Sbakefpeare. 

And 1 will purge that mortal grojjnefs fo. 

That thou {halt like an airy fpirit go. Sbakefpeare. 

The caufe of the epilepfy from the ftomach is the grojjnefs 
Of the vapours which rife and enter into the cells of the brain. 

• . Bacon's Natural Hijiory, N°. 966. 

Then all this earthy grojjnefs quit; 

Attir’d with ftars we fliall for ever fit. 

Triumphing over death. M kon. 

bo this being the firft colour which vapours begin to refled, 
it ought to be the colour of the fineft and molt tranfparent 
fties, in which vapours are not arrived to that grojfnefs requi- 
fite to refled other colours. A Eton's Opt. 

for envy d wit, like Sol eclips’d, was known 

, V 1 oppofing body’s grojjnefs, not its own. Pote. 

2. Inelegant fatnefs; unwieldy corpulence. 

Wife men, that be over-fat and fldhy, go to fojourn abroad 
at the emperate diet of fome fober man; and fo, by little 

, w a ' aW4y thC gr 0 tf ne f S that is in them - Afcham. 
nefs refinement; want of delicacy; intelledual coarfe- 

I was three or four times in the thought they were not fai¬ 
ries; and yet the guiltinefs of my mind drove the grojjnefs of 

WhT ry T 3 rCCeivcd bdief that the y wcre faifief Sbak 
rr£ rJ r a M it may want, > tis free at leaft from the 
gof t,lof e faults I mentioned. Drvden 

think T 3 gr f ne { s J s there in ^e mind of that man, who 

Grot * / e r Ch a hd / s h <; art b y wounding her cars ! Clarijfa. 

vemfn/ [ Fr' ? re ? ch , 5 grotta > kalian.] A cave; a fa- 
vern for cooinefs and pleafure. 

In the remoteft wood and lonely grot, 

r r u irs^r„ r ^ c,ils * ,houEbt - r z- 

GR K 4 t 

r,, „ , Th e champaign head 

Of a ftcep wildernefs, whofe hairy fides 
With thicket overgrown, grotefque and wild, 

Accefs deny d. Milton's Paradife Lofi h iv 

FfpSal. of Herat.. 

A [ grotte, French; grata, Italian.] A cavern or 
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cave made for cooinefs. It is not ufed properly of a dark hor-* 
rid cavern. 

Their carelefs chiefs to the cool grotto's run, 

The bow’rs of kings, to {hade them from the fun. Dryden. 
This was found at the entry of the grotto in tire Peak. 

IVooduiard on Fojjls. 

Grove, n.f [from grave] A walk covered by trees meeting 
above. 

I look’d toward Birnam, and anon methought 
The wood began to move: 

Within this three mile may you fee it coming; 

I fay, a moving grove. Sbakefpeare*s Macbeth < 

Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow’ry vales; 

Thrice happy ifles ! Milton. 

She left the flow’ry field, and waving grove. Black more* 
Banifh’d from courts and love. 

Abandon’d truth feeks flicker in the graz e. Granville* 

Can fierce paffions vex his breaft, 

While every gale is peace, and every grove 
Is melody ? ThomfoAs Spring. 

To Gro'vel. v.n. [grifde, Illandick, flat on the face. It may 
perhaps come by gradual corruption from ground feel.] 

1. To lie prone; to creep low on the ground. 

The fteel-head paflage wrought, 

And through his (boulder pierc’d ; wherewith to ground 
He groveling fell, all gored in his gufhing wound. Fa. Jht. 

What fee’ft thou there? king Henry’s diadem, 

Inchas’d with all the honours of the world! 

If fo, gaze on, and grovel on thy face. 

Until thy head be circled with the fame. Shake/. Hen. IV. 
Now they lie 

Groveling and proftrate on yon lake of fire. Milt. Par. Lofi. 

Upon thy belly groveling thou (halt go. Milt. Par. LoJl . 
Let us then conclude that all painters ought to require this 
part of excellence : not to do it, is to want courage, and net 
dare to (hew themfelvcs; ’tis to creep and grovel on the 
ground. , . , Dryden's Dufrefnoy. 

2. I o be mean; to be without dignity or elevation. 

I muff difclaim whate’er he can exprefs ; 

H\sgroveling fenfe will fhow my paffion ltfs. Dryden. 

Several thoughts may be natural which are low and gro- 

r'enifivir* r c Addifon's Spedfator, 

GROUND, n.f [jpunb, Saxon; grondt, Danifh.J 

1. I he earth, considered as folid, or as low. 

Ifrael {hall go on dry ground through che fea. Ex. xiv. 16, 
From the other hill 

To their fix’d ffation, all in bright array, 

The cherubim defeended, on the ground 

Gliding meteorous. Milt. Par. Lift. 

2. 1 he earth as dtftmgutfhed from air or water. 

Ihave made man and beaft upon the ground. Jer. xxvii c. 
There was dew upon all th 0ground. "j u dg. vi. 40. 

It light on him as dew falleth on the ground. 2 Sa. xvii 12 
1 00 late young Turnus thedelufion found ; 

Far on the fea, (till making from the ground. Dryden's Mm 

3. Rand; country. 

The water breaks its bounds, 

And overflows the level grounds. Hudibras 

4. Region; territory. 

With thefe came they, who from the bord’ring flood 
Ut old Euphrates to the brook that parts 
Egypt from Syrian ground, had genera! names 

s. 

Uneafy ftill within thefe narrow bounds. 

Thy „ext defign is on thy neighbours grounds: 

His crop invites, to full perfection grown; 

1 hy own feems thin, bccaufe it is 'thy own. Dryd. Juven, 

6. The floor or level of the place. 1 ) J eu 

Wherefore fhould I fmite thee to the ground? 2 Sa ii. 22. 
Dagon was fallen on his face to the^rW. , Sa. v. 4 

A multitude fit on the ground. ji j a xv 0 t 

7 ’ liquors.’ ^ which fetlks at bottomof 

w yt rT CyC,e u Vcr - iuice ’ fourdrin!: . or grounds. Mart 
Some mfift upon having had particular fuccefs in ftoppinff 

up Sffi^eadTrtmea? ° f *'°f h 

8 ' JSd “ntr” 1 of pint op ° n " ,hich th ' ^ 

We fee the limner to begin with a rude draught ,1 
painter to lay his ^ wifh ihadows and daSrn^ coloun! 

' When folid bodies, fenfible to 

placed on light and tranfparent groZdsl^ L^t^ T 
heavens, the clouds and waters/and every other Sn Pl \- h u 
is in motion, and void of different obi<S th f H | whl ^ h 
more rough, and more diftinanif^nki J 1 * ^ y OU?ht to bc 
they arc encompafSd d ' lhn S Ulftabk > that with which 
9. The fundamental fubftance; that by 
accidental parts are fupported. 7 ‘ he add,t,onal cr 

Indeed 
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